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Synopsis

For years, reaching the paradise destination of Santa Catalina Island, located miles out in the
Pacific Ocean, was possible primarily by steamship. But as early as 1912, the first amphibious
airplane landed in Avalon Bay, and the first air-passenger service was introduced in 1919. Seaplane
service thrived on Catalina, and aircraft engine roars became a distinctive memory for many
residents, along with the thrill of crossing the channel by plane and landing on the water. The

a ceAirport in the Skya « opened in 1946, with United Airlines operating DC-3s, followed by other
airlines operating land-based planes. Today helicopters carry passengers across the San Pedro
Channel in less than 15 minutes. This unique photographic history covers public air transportation to
and from Southern Californiad ™s iconic island, featuring memories and stories from residents,

visitors, and airline employees.
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Customer Reviews

Title: Catalina by AirPublisher: Air & Space/Smithsonian MagazineAuthor: Jeannine L.
PedersenDate: Dec 08/Jan 09 IssueThis charming collection of black and white photographs
documents airline service to Californiad ™s Santa Catalina Island during aviationa ™s Golden Age.
Even non-aviation buffs will smile at images of seaplanes & “ from gawky amphibians to sleek flying

A

boats & “ making their way in and out of the picturesque harbor at Avalon Bay.

Author Jeannine L. Pedersen, the curator of the Catalina Island Museum, gathered more than 200



vintage photographs from the museuma ™s extensive archives and from community members. The
Catalina Island Museum is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the preservation and interpretation

of Catalinad ™s unique and fascinating history.

| was aware of some aspects of seaplane/amphibian service to Catalina Island from the 1950’s to
the 70’s. | wasn’t familiar with all the various service starting back in the 1920 era...This is a very
definitive work on the subject and Jeannine Pederson has done a great job compiling the
information and historic pictures...I highly recommend if you have an interest in So. California Airline

history.

Well written and good pictures

We've flown into the airport on numerous occasions. It is a challenging airport for pilots. We've

watched the seaplanes many times.
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